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“Fords just don't do that," said the 20-year
SLOPD veteran.

In addition 1o the Batmobile-like designs,
citizens will notice the new black-and-
white color scheme, which the SLOPD has
returned to after a 50-year hiatus, Parkinson
said the move back to black-and-whites is
intended to enhance the visibility of police
and ultimately give the community a greater
sense of security.

“If you drive one (a new black and white
Dodge Charger patrol car) down the street,
it turns heads more so than a regular police
car,” Parkinson said. “And that's the purpose.
We want to get noticed because the visibility
factor reduces crime."

The new color scheme, however, does not
seem Lo intimidate everyone.

“It doesn't matter what color it is, it's still
a cus car, " said 10n%{t1me San Luis Obispo
resident Josh Biddick. “And the new colors
haven't affected my view of the SLOPD, they
are just as visible as they were before—
because they're everywhere.”

There was no word on whether the SLOPD
plans on adding a decal to the Chargers
that depicts the cartoon character Calvin
urinating on a Ford logo,

— Kai Beech

Atascadero:

Soon to be even bigger

The Atascadero City Council has voted to
maove forward with a fz'md annexation that will
increase the city's total area by 20 percent.

The historic Eagle Ranch, which sits
southwest of Atascadero and spans from the
city's border to the Los Padres Mational Forest,
Wil

| come out of protection under the open- -

spacc-prcscwian Williamson Act

in 2009. City officials want to make
sure that when it does come out |
of protection it will be officially
recognized as part of the city, and
thus subject to its building and
planning ordinances. The council
approved the action on May 27.

In total, the ranch is about 7,000
acres, and hall of that is considered
within the city’s sphere of influence.
In fact, the ranch includes about
450 historic lots, which are
considered part of the original
Atascadero colony.

The other half will remain under
the county's control and would
become a nature preserve if current
negotiations between the SLO Land
Conservancy and the Smith family,
who own the ranch, are suceessful,
The entire plot of land has been
a working cattle ranch and de
facto wildlile refuge for more than
40 years and, according to the
Land Conservancy, has notable
water resources, including the
headwaters of Atascadero Creek.

The project is in the earliest stages
of planning, according to Deputy
Director SF'CD‘mmunil}" Development Steve
McHarris,

The project will have to %ﬂ an Environmental
Impact Report, as well as a land plan before it
can be annexed, but the basic concept includes
452 homes as well as a likely hotel, spa,
restaurant, and equestrian center. McHarris
said that the devel'}opmtm would probably have
to be completed in several phases. The cattle
ranch is expected to stay intact and functional.

—Kylie Mendonca

+

Sierra Club requests
investigation

Local Sierra Club leader Andrew Christie
is asking for a county investigation into
why key phrases went missing in a county .
stalf report, describing planning standards
that apply to land at the Oceano Dunes
Recreation Area.

The county is currently in negotiations to
sell more than 500 acres of land, sandwiched
between a state-owned off-road vehicle park
and a state-owned nature preserve.
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